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1. Introduction 

 

One of most important factors for a manager consists of that they are accepted as a  

a holistic human being. 

The ability to convince people proves that one who is able to bring ones emotion and 

his intellect as well in line with ones superior knowledge and visionary power. 

Convincing is that one who find the right words for the right issue of which one is  

convinced by oneself. 

 

Firstly you will get a small introduction to the lives of Atatürk and Tolstoj. Secondly you get 

to known their personalities and then you will get some information about their visions and 

missions. They both have different personalities but some common attitudes and conflicts will 

be reflected to you. 

 

After you will get the assignment of Atatürk and Tolstoj in the Types of Leadership from 

Martin Buber and also in the IGOS. 
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2. Biography 

 

2.1 Leo Tolstoj 

 

Leo Tolstoj was born in 1828 in Janaja Poljana as son of a landowner. He lost his  

parents when he was a young boy and grew up with his aunt countess Alexandra von  

Osten-Saken. French and German teachers educated him at home. 

 

The Tolstojs were representatives of the aristocratic Russian nobility.  

Tolstoj belonged to great realists of Russian literature in the 19th century. Moreover 

he was one of the most important and most read authors of world literature. 

However, he was also a writer of social critical things. 

Up to 1844 until 1847 Tolstoj studied languages of the orient and law in Kasan. 

Tolstoj was very impressed by the writings of the philosopher Jean-Jaques Rousseau. 

Influenced by Rousseau he decided to leave the academic life. After he had received his 

heritage he cancelled studying without getting a certificate. Tolstoj tried to improve the 

situation of 350 serfs who he had inherited. I his diary writings can be read something about 

his society critical position. 

 

In 1851 he served in the army and thus also had to serve during the Kaukasus and Krim war.   

Tolstoj only stayed for four years in the army; then he partly lived on his property yard 

Jasnaja Poljana or in Moskau and St.Petersburg.  

Leo Tolstoj visited schools in France and Germany. Inspired by his journeys the author 

found a school for 50 peasant children. He taught the children in a non authoritarian way. 

“Come in and go out in liberty” 

In 1869 he suffered on a deep depression, had fears of death and self doubts. Leo Tolstoj had 

a problem to combine his philosophical ideas with his life in welfare. 

He had the desire to retreat hisself from local life. 

In 1862 he married Sofia Andrejewna. From that time on Tolstoj only lived on his property  

Jasnaja Poljana.  
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In 1910 he left his family with his doctor and his youngest daughter because he wanted to see 

Konstantinopel and some monasteries. His wife did not want to go with him because she 

could not separate from their owns. Tolstoj died on his journey because he suffered 

Pneumonia. 

 

Tolstoj was not that kind of person you can pigeonhole like other persons. 

He is an artist and a thinker combined in one person. These two characteristics made 

him to a very varied and self willed personality. The author did not live a life in harmony 

with himself. He often was overtaxed with his own nature. He was that type of person                

who always tried to find new knowledge in his life and if he found a solution he refuted it. 

 

His life was characterized by radical changes because he had a special view how to 

consider his life. He was always occupied to analyse his behaviour and to draw practical 

conclusions from it. Tolstoj is a radical anachronistic so he leaned against the”spirit of 

time” but nevertheless he reacted very fast of temporal changes. 

He took influence on the present. He only was interested in the past if it was important 

for the present. Moreover Tolstoj was a very subjective person and even self-absorbed. 

It is difficult to say that are concrete aims or imagination of Tolstoj`s life because he 

always worked on more things at the same time. First he interrupted his plans, so that he could 

later continue his work in another form. A result was that all his plans were overlapped and 

influenced by each other. Tolstojs family has had a high level of self-esteem. They were 

disappointed about the political status; dissatisfied with economical situation and the 

government. 

Human beings who belonged to such groups were mainly people who did not want to 

make a career under care of the state. They took away from society and lived their own 

life. Tolstoj did it in the same way, he never finished his study. Teachers did not get any 

respect from him. “In his opinion is education only possible if you are declined against 

the society”. As a conclusion Tolstoj became an outsider. 

Tolstoj was a person who did not believe in that what other people have said in the past. 

He said: “We are educated in this way so we have to believe in that because educated 

people teach that.” 
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2.2 Mustafa Kemal Atatürk 

 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk was born in Saloniki (today Thessaloniki) in1881 as one out of six 

children; however only one of his brothers survived. His parents are named Ali Riza Efendi 

and Zübeyde Hanim.  

 

Mustafa started his education in the Hafiz Mehmet Efendi Mektep School before he changed 

to Semsi Efendi Mektep. In 1899 he visited a military high school, which was called Askeri 

Rüstiye. There he got his name “Kemal” (the name “Kemal” means “The Great”) from his 

professor. After he had finished his education at the military school he began his studies at the 

military college in Istanbul. In 1902 he absolved the military college as lieutenant and so he 

carried on with his education in the Military Academy where he graduated as a captain. 

 

After having finished his education Atatürk had fought in some wars in which he was finally 

promoted colonel due to his successes. His most famous quotation by that time was “I do not 

order you to attack, I do order you to die” after he had lost about 235.000 soldiers in two 

battles near Anafartalar. 

 

On the 1st of April in 1916, Mustafa Kemal was promoted to brigadier general. Furthermore, 

he reconquered Mus and Bitlis because of the negotiations with the Russian unit and on the 

13th of November in 1918 he was appointed to ministry of war in Istanbul. 

 

In April 1920 there was the opening of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, which was in 

some regard one of the most important steps to found the Turkish Republic. The National 

Assembly and the government voted Mustafa Kemal Atatürk to the first speaker. The Turkish 

Grand National Assembly agreed to the laws which were necessary for the successful 

realization of the Independence War. Consequently, the laws were prepared and they were 

passed by the Turkish Grand National Assembly.  

 

The most important steps in the War of Independence were: 

·  the liberation of Sarikamis, Kars, Gümrü 

·  the defence of Cukurova, Gaziantep, Kahraman Maras and sanli Urfa 
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·  Victory in the first and the second war in Inönü 

·  Great Offence, Battle of the Commander-in-Chief and the Great Victory 

 

After the liberation of Sarikamis Kemal got the title “Gazi” (= front line soldier). 

At the same time when the opening of the Grand Turkish Assembly took place the foundation 

of the Turkish Republic was published. The connections to the Osmanian Empire were cut 

and in 1923 the Turkish Republic was accepted and Atatürk was elected to President of the 

Republic. Furthermore, the rise of the Turkish Republic has begun and since that time the 

words “Peace at home, peace in the World” are known as the principles of the Turkish 

Republic.  

 

Atatürk led some re-organizations, which can be summarized in 5 points: 

 

1. Political Reforms 

- Abrogation of the Sultanate 

- Declaration of the Republic 

- Termination of Caliphate  

2. Social Reforms 

- Equal rights for men and women 

- New arrangements of clothes 

- Closing of dervish lodges and shrines 

- Introduction of the surname lax 

- Abolishment auf nicknames and titles 

- Adoption of the international calendar 

3. Juridical Reforms 

- Abolishment of the Canon Law 

- Publication of the Turkish Civil Rights 
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4. Educational and Cultural Reforms 

- Uniting the education 

- Adoption of the new Turkish alphabet 

- Foundation of the Turkish Language and Historical Societies 

- Organization of the university education 

5. Economical Reforms 

- Abolishment of the old taxes 

- Foundation of agricultural farms 

- Foundation of Industry 

- The build of new roads 

 

In 1920 Mustafa Kemal got the surname “ATATÜRK” (“Father of the Turk”) by the Turkish 

Grand National Assembly. The Turkish Republic was proclaimed in 1923 and Atatürk was 

elected to first President of the Republic and he was elected again in 1927, 1931 and 1935. 

 

On 10th November 1938 Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatürk died in Istanbul because he was ill.  
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3. Argumentation 

 

3.1 Missions and Visions 

 

  
 

Visions and missions of Lew Tolstoj 

 

Visions: 

�  Working with yourself until you are a perfect human being 

 

Mission: 

�  Tolstoj had never reached his aim 

     He had tried to reach it on different ways the whole life.  

     There were approaches and distances 

  

Tolstoj had never reached his aim to become a perfect human being. He had tried to reach 

it in different ways during his whole life. Once he approached his aim and once he departed 

from it. 

Even Tolstoj was a “normal” human being with mistakes and strengths. So you can say that it 

is not possible to become a perfect person. An old man who has made many experiences in 

his life is perhaps a little bit more perfect because he had learned something out of his 

mistakes. The first way that Tolstoj had chosen to become a better person is about good sense. 
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The good sense gives rules to live fearless in society. This was the step from self-knowledge 

to self-education. 

Tolstoj started to live a life with rules for everything he did. The author overrated himself and 

so had to learn that it was not possible to do all these things at all. He learned to become more 

patient and to see his aim as a life’s work. 

With reference to Tolstoj`s aim to become a perfect human being. You are told something 

of him about a story from him: “How much earth do people need?”  

In this story Tolstoj told of a farmer who was dissatisfied because he thought  

that he possesses too little land. One day he got the chance to get more land. The farmer used  

the chance but the deal had one condition: Circle as much land as you can but you must be 

back until the sun goes down. The farmer started with circling his land. 

      He was a very greedy person he tried to get as much land as he could get. The farmer made 

the circle so huge that he managed it with his last power and then he died. 

. 

First of all Tolstoj wanted to say that if the farmer had made the circle smaller, he would have 

had a piece of land and he would not have had to die. 

 

The greed drove the farmer to death. In this little story Tolstoj told from his own mistakes. 

He often had overtaxed himself in his life. He wanted to reach all and everything. He made 

rules for his daily life and noticed sometimes too late how he can realize it. 

      If you apply this little story on your life nowadays you will realize that you can not act as a 

manager like the farmer did. The farmer did not think about making a plan, a strategy how he 

got most of the land within that time. He only was driven by his greed and that was the point. 

The farmer had a vision but he had forgotten the steps how he came to his aim. The mission 

failed. As a manager of an enterprise you can not allow to make decisions without a concrete 

plan. For instance you would raise a loan without having a plan how to pay it back. The bank 

wants a comprehensible plan how to invest and make profit with the loaned money because 

they want their money back. If you have a vision as a manager you should observe four 

points before you make your decision: 
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1. The plan 

2. The decision 

3. The arrangement 

4. The result/control 

 

 

The author tried to put his aims into practice as he rethought only that what he needed 

for solving his current question or problem. He only paid attention on strange opinions if they 

agreed with his own. “I read my own thoughts and added only these information which were 

identical with mine. The author was a self-educated person. 
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The Vision of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk 

 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk was the founder of the Kemalism. The Kemalism is an ideology with 

humanistic features, which is founded on the visions of Atatürk. His politic is based on the six 

principles of the Kemalism: 

 

- Nationalism 

- Laicism 

- Republicanism 

- Etatism 

- Revolutionism 

- Populism 

 

The first vision of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk was the nationalism. He wanted to give the first 

own identity to the Turkish. The nationalism should combine the Turkish population and he 

should be a guarantee for internal spirit. His aim was to unite the population of Anatolien to 

Turkey. To achieve his aim Atatürk had to give up the islamian and osmanian traditions, 

because they were very old-fashioned. The nationalism is the main principle of the Kemalism 

and it is known as “Milliyetcilik”. 

 

The next aim of Atatürk was the laicism (secularism). This expression means the separation of 

religion and politic. In the Osmanian Empire was both interlocked politic and religion because 

of the development of the Islam:  

Mohammed was not only a religious leader, but also the secular leader of his community. The 

faithful were obliged to follow the rules of Mohammed in their daily life. Those religious 

rules were the laws of the Osmanian Empire  

The reasons for Atatürk´s vision laicism were not religious, but political. He wanted to 

liberate politic from religion because the Sultanate was a very old-fashioned system and 

would have had no future in the west. Atatürk wanted to turn the Turkey to the Western States 

of Europe but the vision could not be guaranteed under the leading of the Osmanian Empire 

and the Sultanate. 
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Furthermore, one of his visions was the republicanism. He wanted to stabilize the sense of 

democracy by the introduction of republicanism. In Atatürk´s opinion the power of the 

government should be completely in the hands of the population that is why he wanted to 

destroy the Sultanate. The aim of Atatürk was to build up a Turkish republic and no 

dictatorship. The Republicanism should be the complete destruction of the monarchy opinion 

in the Turkey. 

 

Atatürk´s fourth vision was the Etatismus. By that expression is meant that the economy is 

steered by the state with the aim that the economy will rise faster than before. 

The state has the exclusive authority over the economy. The etatism made Atatürk´s social 

views clear and made Atatürk to a national socialist. He wanted to reach an economical 

independence. 

The fifth point of the six principles of the Kemalism is the revolutionism because from 

Atatürk´s point of view the Turkish republic will only get strong enough when it turns to the 

western states. His aim was the development to a modern Turkish society. Atatürk wanted to 

destroy the arbitrariness power because he only saw the future in the west and he wanted the 

Turkey to get industrialise. 

 

With the last point populism Atatürk wanted to create a middle course between communism 

and the capitalism. Communism means the ideal of a classless society in which there are no 

social differences of the population and in which the national product belongs to the whole 

population. In the capitalism all people should have property that means that the population is 

divided in poor and rich. 

In Atatürk´s opinion the whole population should rule and no class should make decisions by 

his own. 

 

Concluding you can say, that Atatürk was not confident with the Osmanian Empire and he 

wanted to create a new independent country which is based on a homogenous foundation. In 

that country everyone should have the same rights, included women and everyone have the 

same laws which are not based on the Islam. He wanted to turn to the western civilisation 

because he saw the changes of his country only in the west and not in the east. Atatürk is also 

in trouble for the industrialisation of the country. His population would not be serfs as we 
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know it from the Osmanian Empire. That population of this new country will be able to create 

their own live and earn its own money without the pressure of the Sultanate. 

Nationalism and laizism were his ideas and he was formed by them and he would not tolerate 

injustice in his vision in the new country. 
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The Mission of Atatürk 

 

After he finished the military academy he joined the federation of the “Jungtürken”, which is 

against the autocratic leadership of the Osmanian Empire. In 1908 the revolution of the 

“Jungtürken” had begun but their leader Enver Pasha wanted to destroy the Empire and make 

himself a dictator and that was not the ideal of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. During that time he 

had dealed with the culture of Europe and he saw in it the perfect ideal for his modern Turkish 

state. When he was elected to the President of the Turkish Republic in 1923 he already had a 

picture of the Turkish future in his mind and he aimed for the freedom of his fatherland. He 

made the modernisation of the young Turkish state to the primacy. That primacy was 

important and necessary to moderate all the values and norms of the society, which was 

determined by the Islam. 

Atatürk founded the “Republican Party of the Nation” in which all the kemalists had the 

change to engage themselves in a political way. After that he abolished the Kalifat and 

eliminated all the descendants of the sultan. On March the 3rd; Kemal´s supporter gave three 

draft bills to parliament:  

 

1. The function of the Califate is abolished and all the members of the “Osmanian House” are 

expelled from the country. 

2. The Ministries for religious affairs (“Scheriats-Ministry) and religious foundations are 

abolished because of that the state was the owner of the landed property of the islamian 

clergies. 

3. The education has to be changed and the ministry for education should care about it. 

The National Assembly accepted the draft bills immediately and they were written in the law 

with some others on April in 1924. 

 

Atatürk introduced the laicism because in that way Atatürk did not thought like an oriental 

man but like an European. He had a dislike for the connection of state and religion “A 

politician who needs the help of the religion to govern a country is not more than a fool “ 

(Bernd Rill, “Kemal Atatürk”, 2001). Atatürk was not an atheist but he was not interested in 

religion. 
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In 1925 there was the war between the “Kurden” and the Turkish because they did not want to 

recognize the new rules from Ankara. Atatürk sent 9 divisions to Kurdistan and he fought 

with all cruel methods against them. The Turkish killed everybody they could kill. 

After that he was elected to President the third time and the power was still in his hand. 

That had been the first election where women were allowed to vote. His reform of equality 

began with the legislation of vote and the prohibition of the traditional Turkish headgear. The 

headgear was a typical osmanian tradition and in Atatürk´s point of view it was a symbol of 

improvement. All officials had to dress in a western European style.  

In 1925 Atatürk abolished the oriental-daily habitudes of his population. He introduced the 

Roman calendar and the Turkish Friday became the Sunday as it is known in Europe. 

The surnames were introduced by him so that the Turkish population got an identity and to 

recognize that all the Turkish belong together and the administration of the population from 

the state was much easier than before. The old traditional honorary titles like “Efendi” “Bey” 

and “Pascha” were abolished. In 1928 he made the new Latin alphabet obligatory.  He created 

a new Turkish language that all the Turkish people would recognize that the Turkey is in a 

reformation. 

Atatürk wanted to support the emancipation of women but he could not make some laws 

because he did not want to interfere in the family live of his population. He lived with his wife 

in a very western European way to show his population that it is not worse. 

He succeeded in the new Civil Rights (1926) there were the same laws for men and women. 

That means, that the legal polygamy was abolished and Moslems and not Moslem could 

marry in a legal way. The girls were allowed to go to school and to university and they had 

the change to learn a profession. Also all people had the right to choose their own religion. 

After the Osmanian Empire the economy of the Turkey was destroyed but the Turkish 

nationalism prevented the economical upswing and prevented the partition in the international 

markets. The Turkish state got help from the Russians because since the “black Friday” was 

the relation between Russia and Turkey better than before. The Russian helped the Turkish 

state with a credit of $8.000.000 and sent specialists to help the Turkey to improve their 

textile industry. After having that credit Atatürk made a 5-years-plan like the Sow jets, but 

that plan ended after his dead. He founded the Turkish central bank, which controlled the 

money supply and which managed the emission of money. 

The demand on the economical upswing enclosed the improvement of the infrastructure. 



Berufsakademie Villingen-Schwenningen  Semester Work  
Mittelständische Wirtschaft – Strategic Management  

Alexandra Lutz – Ernst Lorch KG 
Nadine Auer – BMW Autohaus Auer 

Seite 17 von 26 
  

The only thing which Atatürk did not care until that moment was the agriculture. A high 

amount of the population worked in that sector nearly 85 per cent. In 1937 he decided that 

every owner of land had to rend it to the small farmers. 

 

On April the 20th in 1931 Atatürk summarized his opinions: 

 

Populism: By that expression is meant that all acts from the government are run by the 

population and all acts were practiced by them and all acts were for the profit of the 

population. Populism was the invocation of the democracy. 

 

Revolutionism: He had created the Turkish Republic but that state was in the revolution and 

it would take a lot of time and reforms that it would be compared with the western 

civilisation. 

 

Etatismus: That was a mixture of state and private initiative. Atatürk achieved that his 

population took his reforms serious because with the aid of them Atatürk could not create the 

entrance in the modern economic live. 

 

In 1938 Atatürk died in Istanbul but his reforms are still alive. His Turkish population hold 

Atatürk in honour. They are proud of him because Atatürk was the founder of the Turkish 

Republic with all the positive and negative points. But without Atatürk the Turkish population 

would live much worse than they are living today. 
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3.2 Leadership in Martin Buber’s way of thinking 

 

When you compare the ideas of Atatürk with Martin Buber´s definition types of leadership 

you can find similarities with the Prophet, the Leader and even a similarity with 

the Priest.  

The Leader is someone who shows the way to other people. And also Atatürk had that attitude 

he lead the population of the Turkey out of the Osmanian Empire in the Turkish Republic. 

Nowadays nearly the whole Turkish population loves him and that is way he got the name 

ATATÜRK, which means “Father of the Turk”.  

But he had not only the attitude of a Leader, but also of a Prophet. The leading theory of the 

Prophet means, that you do not have any aim when you have no vision. Atatürk had a great 

aim because he wanted to create the Turkish Republic. That idea was based on his vision, 

which is called the six principles of Kemalism. He followed his way and did not care about 

what the others said in the end realised his dream. Atatürk built up the Turkish Republic on 

the fundamentals of the Osmanian Empire with the help of his vision. 

Finally he had also some attitude of the Priest. The Priest is the worst kind of leader, which is 

telling you what you should do and what you have to think. Atatürk built up his own ideology 

and he wanted to get that ideology realised whatever other people said. He was also very 

radical because he killed the population of Kurdistan, which did not believe in his 

government. He changed also the whole thinking of the Turkish population from one day to 

the other they had to change their manner, their way of thinking and their daily lives because 

he wanted them to do that. He also composed the principles of the Kemalism in his laws, so 

that the people had to believe in his government ®  Atatürk was a kind of a dictator because 

he told the people what they had to do and what they had to think. 

 

Tolstoj belongs to the judge because he was very convinced by himself. He judged 

about all what others said. His own family did not want to have contact with him because he 

was so egocentric. A judge gives suggestions what you are allowed to do and what you are 

not allowed to do but you have the freedom to decide your actions. Tolstoj gave everybody 

the autonomy of decision to follow his suggestions or not. 
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Leo Tolstoj could also be classified to the prophet because he followed his own vision. He did 

not believe what other people said. He wanted to make his own opinion and his own picture 

of the world. Tolstoj fought against violation of human rights. 

No differences between rich and poor people. Tolstoj was a man who wanted to courage 

people to a change. People should not believe in all what educated human beings said. Human  

beings should use their own mind and they should try to get the bottom of. 

Everybody could give you wrong information. What Tolstoj wanted to say was being doubtful 

and do not accept what other people said besides you think in the same way. Every important 

thought he compared with a thought which meant the contrast. 
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3.3 IGOS 

 

Individuales 

Group 

Organisation 

Society 

 
 

ATATÜRK TOLSTOI 

 
Individual 
 
 

 
� Atatürk was not very faithfully but  
  he accepted the Islam. 
  But he also introduced the 
  secularism 
� He was loner and he was  
  incalculable  
� His own aim in his life was to create  
  a new Turkish Republic (Kemalism) 
 
 

 
 �He believed in nothing. 
 �studied the nature law 
 �The progress consists of 
  an increasing power  
  (animal law) 
 �He fought against the       
  church 
 1901 exclusion from the 
  orthodox church. 
�He was an anarchist but he  
 wanted to find out the divine 
 law.  
�Tolstoj was a heretic,    
farmer, man of world, 
conservative, communistic  
�enemy of intellectuals but he 
 belonged to these people   
� he fought against violence 
  in politic, against serfdom 
  and the sentence of death                

 
Group 
 
 

 
� Atatürk had been a member of the 
  “Jungtürken”, which was a illegal 
  politic group that wanted a  
  constitutional from of state, but he  
  left them before he got President, 
  because they had a very radical  
  opinion. 
 

 
� He was a Rousseau  
  supporter 
� He was an outsider 
� He declared that all is  
  ridiculous 
� His family thought Tolstoj 
  was odd 
� Nagornow 
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Organisation 
 
 

 
� He had been in the “Turkish  
  National Party”, that was the only  
  one party in the Turkey, which 
  created the Turkish Republic. 
 

 
� transaction of a farmer 
  reform in the year 1873 
� he supported sects 

 
Society 

 
� Atatürk wanted to get a Turkish  
  state which could be compared with  
  the western states. He created a  
  mixture of Capitalism and  
  Communism so everybody who  
  lives in the Turkish Republic should 
  have a property without a separation  
  of classes. 
  Atatürk created together with his  
  party the Turkish Republic in  
  which the main characters were the 
  principles of the Kemalism and they  
  are today. 
   

 
� He founded a school  
  for farmer children 
 
� The author studied the  
  problems of a farmers 
  life 
 
� Tolstoj was an enemy of 
  the modern civilization 
� no social contacts because 
  he protested against all 
  things which were  
  recognized 
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3.4  Conflicts 
 
Tolstoj denounced the political situation and told the people to follow his way of thinking 

about everything. If people did not listen to what he thought he did not spend energy in trying 

to make them believe in his opinion; he was not a kind of leader like Atatürk was. 

Atatürk did not tell the people what they have to think but they did not have another choice 

because Atatürk composed his six principles into laws. So the people had to follow his 

opinion but they did not have to believe in it.  

 

Tolstoj was a radical nihilist he rejected all kind of authorities of the state. 

For the author had social unfairness his origin in the consisting power relationship. For 

Tolstoj the law is something what people can justify violence. This statement contradicts the 

commandment of charity. However was that commandment the ideology of the author 

and belonged to his greatest ethnic principles. The law worked with such tools and built up  

institutions which contradict commandment of charity. That was the reason for Tolstoj why 

he rejected the law as a whole. 

In reference the Ten commandments can we summarize Tolstoj thinking as follows: 

1. Do not be angry with your brother 

- reconciliation 

- be at peace with everyone 

- true religion is the extinction of enmity amongst men 

 

2. Never abandon your life-partner 

- Tolstoj sees condemnation of libertarianism 

 

3. Take no oath 

- the taking of oath should be avoided in all circumstances 

- he refutes the idea of judgement, capital punishment and imprisonment 

      

4. Resist not evil 

- most important for Tolstoj 

- do not use violence: we see the practice by such persons as Gandhi and Abileah 

- you can create miracles of change when we reversed the prevalent order of thinking 
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5. Love your enemies 

 

 

In contrast to Tolstoj Atatürk was the founder of the Turkish Republic. He abolished all the 

laws from the Osmanian Empire and created new ones. He composed his idea into laws, so 

that the population had to follow them. Atatürk killed the Kurden and justified it with the 

grounds that they did not want to believe in his idea the secularism. Atatürk was in a way a 

kind of a dictator because he governed alone and did not care about the opinions of the other 

people. 

 

 
3.5  Common grounds 
 
Both Atatürk and Tolstoj could be classified to the prophet because both of them were people 

who followed their vision. They did not believe what other people said. They wanted to make 

their own picture. Tolstoj and Atatürk fought against violation of human rights. 

No differences between rich and poor people. Tolstoj was a man who wanted to courage 

people to a change. People should not believe in all what educated human beings said. Human  

beings should use their own mind and they should try to get the bottom of. 

Everybody could give you a wrong information. What Tolstoj wanted to say was being 

doubtful and he did not accept what other people said. Every important thought he compared 

with a thought which meaned the contrast. 

Atatürk was someone who did not believe what others said. He did not adopt the opinion of 

others he always created his own opinion. For example, when he finished his education he had 

been in the federation of the “Jungtürken” but when he recognized that he could not agree 

with their opinions he left the group and built up his own ideology. 

Atatürk also fought for the human rights. He abolished all the laws from the Osmanian 

Empire and introduced for example the civil rights, the equality of the population etc. 

 

Atatürk and Tolstoj were outsiders. Tolstoj thought in his own way and Atatürk governed in 

the “National Party” in his own way and nobody could get him in his way. 
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Tolstoj and Atatürk were both involved in the Krim War. The reasons for that war had been 

religious conflicts between Russia and the Osmanian Empire. Russia demanded the Osmanian 

Empire to protect the Christians but the Osmanian Empire did not want to protect them. 

Both Atatürk and Tolstoj had a problem with alcohol. Atatürk died in 1938 because he 

suffered on “alcoholic cirrhosis”. 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

Would you manage like Atatürk or like Tolstoj? As you realized there is no perfect way of 

leading and so you will get to known some kills that are very important for a manager. 

 

What can we learn as a manager from the thinker Tolstoj and the leader Atatürk? 

- be reflective person 

- you should have the skill to build your own opinion 

- have visionary power 

- you should begin with the small things and then come to the results 

- take into questions what others have said 

- you should have the ability to convince other  people 

- not to adopt an opinion of someone else 

- think of your vision and then start to realize your vision. 

- being creative 

- “Do not make rules for all because you can not react in a flexible way” 
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